HUNTING WITH

That the moving picture exhibition has
pther uses besides entertaining was shown

yecently at a biograph etudio when a vie. |

toria drove up to the door and from it
alighted a dignified gentleman who intio-
duced himself, after elaborate excuses

anent his intrusjon, as Monsieur A. Giebert |

of the French Department of Correction,
who was in America studying methods
of capital puaishment, Franoce desiring

0 find some more humane manner of put- |

ting criminals out of existence than by
the guillotine.

Somewhere in his voyaging about M,
Giebert had seen & biograph exhibit
of the hanging of Mary Roger$, the New
England woman who was executed for the
murder of her husband, and he was im-

ed by its power of reproducing the
sotual scene. He left an order for the ket,
po that he might illustrate his work on his
peturn,

Sueh educational calls upon the biograph

Amusing Adventures
That Mark the
Search for
Lively Moving
Pictures

of 310 or 8o a day and a limit of a single

piece of game for your trouble; but I guess

it's worth it.” ’

| The manager is lost for a moment in
the sportsman.

!" “I've recently returned from New Bruns-

wick, where I carried a biograph outfit

, and landed a moose. Barrie must have got |

his idea of the Peter Pan house in the trees
tops from a biograph and moose hunter.
|  “That is the way you do—build a regular
‘ house along some runway, where the ani-
mals come to eat the roots of tise lily pads
| which are their favorite diet. You can
take your togs into the house and sleep
if you are not accustomed to somnambulism,
for the hour right after dawn is the time
to work.

“Near by are the house of the guide and
another where the bijograph man has his
camera at an angle so that he can get the
right foous as the shot is made.

“Perhaps there are more interesting

T ————————————— —

FINISH OF THE FOX HUNT.

people result in considerable perplexity at
times. It was easy enough to furiish the
execution of Mary Rogers and like horrors,
but when an order comes from Germany,
as one did the day of THE SUN reporter's
visit, for a complete reproduction of the
workings of New York department stores
considerable figuring has to be dore.

“I suppose wo will do it,” says Mr. Marion,

*for it is a big order, but there is muchof |

the shop life that is interesting to the statis-
ticlan, but does not lend itself to biograph

work, where there must be action, action, |

and always action. We can give them the
bargain counter, the packing room and the

delivery room, but that is only a unit of |

the whole

*Among all the nations of the world the
Japanesc are among our best customers.
They are intensely keen in regard to every-
thing that shows the interior wor.:ings of
American establishments, th- factory, the
hotel, the store, the municipal and Govern-
mental buildings, We sent a portrayal of

the Post Office Department and that vied

In popularity with the Westinghouse fao-
tor We have even received orders for a

L

packing house series from another country, |
]

but that is still in abeyance

*We send to all the world, to places as
remote as Singapore, Java and Ceylon, and
male the selections which we think will
please
satisfled protests, the humorous and tragic
scenes of American life are probably what
they want and appreciate best, and none of
them, with the exception of the Japanese,
8 hungry for educational exhibits; like our
own people, they desire merely entertain-
menrt

“Ihe biograph has been immensely im-

pro' ed in the last ten years, ® Its own father !
The latest in- |
on is a small camera that can be taken |

would not know it to-day.
‘wen!
into places where the bulky one that needed

atripod and all sorts of apparatus could not

penetrate,
*The biograph artist to-day is an intrepid

As we have never had any dis- |

S—

| experiences in a biograph man's life than
that dawn when you wake in the open,
miles and miles from settlement, with the
fresh breeze blowing in your face and the
intense silence of the woods.
the guide takes a big birch bark horn and
gives the call of the female moose.
| at once you hear a crash in the woods
near by as if the whoie forestry outfit was

|

Suddenly |

All |

being overthrown; the sound is intensified |

possible
their dignity and age, if you hadn't
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artist with his outfit is following closely
the man who is working afother camera.
It is very amusing and gives you a very
good idea of the timidity of the deer and
the difficulty of getting within range.

“An interesting game series was taken
recently on the private fishing grounds of
Lord Strathcona. We got the complete
view of the landing of a salmon,

“The biograph man has to follow the
fisherman in a boat and finds great diffi-
culty in getting a range that will show

him the whole fight from start to finish, |

from
seen it.
“We had a similar dificulty with a farmer
| who mistook a biograph kidnapping for the
'rodthhundnhod.huomdorythnt
| started the whole village at our heels. This
! gave the artist an opportunity to get in a

' very realistio pioture of an infuriated mob I

in action. It is well we had chosen that

r locality, for if it had taken place out West I

| suppose they would have added a few
bullets to the joy of the opcasion.

“Lately, to finish a melodramatio series

where a woman exposes the dishonesty of

! & man whoresponds by throwing her into a

{ mill pond, we allowed the leading man to |

! bring along a feminine friend who, he said,

| cou'd do the work and was able to swim.
As the pond had a depth of thirty feet natu-

| rally we made this accomplishment a neces-
sary part of the contract.

“When we arrived after half .a day's
Journey with our party the girl conf that
she oould not swim a stroke, but she pluckily
insisted on being thrown in the water,
trusting to the stalwart rescuer who, of

oourse, appears on the scene to take her !

out. He did it all right and the picture
was succeasful, for the struggle of the girl
was a real one, but for a few minutes somg
of us had our hearts in our mouths.
“Another time one of the girls hired to
depict a similar dramatic episcde jumped
| from the rear of a ferryboat into the North
' River. This one was a fine swimmer and
. the boats were near to pick her up, but
unfortunately her skirts became entangled
and if it had not heen for the prompt work
of the men stationed there she would cer-
| tainly have lost her life.
{  “Lying down on the tracks in front of an
approaching train to be rescued at a critical
moment by a party of train men is another

TRYING A SONG TO BE ILLUSTRATED.

but there are probably no photographs

which show such splendid action as these. |

The tarpon is to be taken next, and it will
be interesting for sportsmen to witness
the difference of method in landing these
two famous fighting fish,

“The wild turkey is rapidly becoming
extinct, so we have taken a hunt in Virgina
under the guidance of one of the most
famous turkey men in the country, old
Everett, who, it is asserted, could call a
turkey back to life. He belongs to the
so-called po’' white trash and is an inter-
esting character,

“He uses a couple of dry turkey bones
for the call, manim lating them in some
weird way, and suddenly you hear the
rush of wings as the turkeys leave their

B
THE MOVING PICTURE.

by the stillness and you feel as if the over-
throw of the world was at hand; then in

the clearing appears the head of a moose, |
| quail shooting at Pinehurst, and there is

and then

“Well, on the expedition I speak of we
head. Our film of 1,08 feet shows the
whole process complete,
the most expensive and finest

ductions we will send out and the beauty

THE LURE OF

=

THE BIOGRAPH.

fxplorer, huntsman and sport. Wherever
there s light sufficient for his work he goes
¥ public interest goes with him.,
*AL present one of our men is in New-
Wwidland getting pictures of the caribou,
*expemuion 8 M charge of a Bos v,
Wxiderist and with it are hunters as s
M artists and other biograph men.
*The barrens where they expect to get
their big game are desolate trmcts of
hundreds Jf miles from civilization.
takes $50 to purchase a license to hunt

| of it is that it was all done with & camora
that weighs only nioe pounds,

“Another interesting one is a deerstalk-
ing scene taken near Pinehurst. Deer-
| stalking as it is pur«wed at present means

that a man takes a camera and goes out

to hunt his prey. It is just as exciting as
huanting with a rifle, does not interfere
with any legal prejudices and requires as
| much technique iIf not more than the use
of . e
S 'y eese, 4 man with a camera

f

got a fine biograph set and the moose's |

That is one of |
repro-\

nests in the high branches, and then the fun
hegzins.
“Another series just completed is the

always a steady trade with series like the
Meadowhrook Hunt and the automobile
races., Balloon ascensions are not new
enough to attract any special attentiong
for ever since the bhiograph was started
we have exhibited them.

“The public has little idea of the expense
and trout le attached to the portrayal of
these scries. It is a surpree to many
people to learn that they are not faked up
in a studio, although how they wot ld ex-
plain a moose hunt, for example, or the
taking of salmon is Leyond me.

“Even our more usial series involve not a
little trouble. We have a thoroughly
equipped theatre, whose proportions are
properly adjusted and scenic artists who
can paint any backgrounds necessary.
One day we may be taking the representa-
tion of some comic song, like ‘Every! ody
Works But Father,” where we employ our
best character artiets, and the next the
whole interior will Le turned into a represen-
tation of the Pennsylvania tunnel.

“When an out of door scene is depicted

we choose a suital.le locality and oftentimes

many amusing experiences are the outcome '

of our trips. Lately, in New Jersey, we
were portraying the rescue of a child from
a burning house by a passing pedestrian.
“We had o'tained permission from the
authorities, but had neclected to warn a
neichboring company of fire laddies, com-
posed of the busiest men in the place. They
got to the scene of the red property fire
and smokeall right, with a great clatter and

| din, leavinz luncheons, clients and trade

for the purpose - and perhaps we didn’t hgvn
to hand ont cigars and Jersey lightning!

“In another rescue which took place in
a rotired part of New York State near the
Hudson, where a high fence protected us
from the high road, what was our amaze-

ment to see two elderly men, who turned out '

method of eaming both meney and excite-
ment, each provided in a large quantity, for

ety, demand high =alaries, and get them

“At the big Holloway farm near Fabt
Orapge we had an amusing fox hunt and
a pack of hounds tock part in it, while our
staff were arrayed like the tulips of the
garden, in pink coats and fine linen.

but was concealed in a haslket held on the |

arm of one of the character artists who
imperscnated an old woman just returmning

| was not allowed the freedom of the place
i

|

{ from market.

hewads and the party gave a view halloo,
and after her they scurried. She climbed
&t newalls, and scaled up oneside and down
another of a hay rick,.she forded streams
and jumped ditches,

“Finally she was cornered and the chase
ends in well portrayed disgust as the sports
see what they have been pursuing all day,
I'he mcst amusing part of thie epirode was
that a lot of genuine sportsmen had tagged

, along to get a try at the brush

“If any one should ever write a comylete
biograyhy of the bicgraph it would read
like one of Nick Carter's yvellowbacks.”

FISHERMEN'S LUCK,

The Not Infrequent Result
R ther Unusual Way.

Two big and hearty Germans bent on
fishing hired a skiff at Coney Island Creek
near the trolloy bridzes. Into the s%ify
they put their fishing tackle, bpit, paper
box of sandwiches and other eatables,
and a case of bottled beer.

They drifted down on the ontzoing t'de
until they were near the Harway avenue
lift bridge. There they met a launch com-
ing up from Gravesend Bay and hailed it
with:

“How is der fishing outside?”

The rerly was that the bay was so rough
that no small boat could live there, and
that no fishermen were thinking of going
out.

“Maybe we don’t better try it,” said one
of the Germans to the otuer. “I g ess
we tie up here by der bridge, and maybe
we catch some snappers or somedings.*

By this time the hoat had drifted on until
it was beneath the span of the lift bridre,
and, while one of thermn made fast the painter
to a brace between the bridge girders, the
other fisherman got out some of the heer.
They sampled the beer wuile rigging their
hand lines and baiting.

After dropping their lines overboard they
fillad their pipes, half hitched the lines
around the tholepins and had some more
beer. Thus the two fishermen fished and

smoked and talked apd drank their beer |

until the restfulness of the situation made
them drowsy, and they fell into a peaceful
slumber.

A steam tu
of the ebb ti¢
scow whistled for the bridge to be opeped.
The bridge tender, unaware of the presence

that had come up on the first

of the dozing fishermen in the #kiT beneath !
the lift span, answered the call and the |

span bagan torise slowly and noiselossly .

T'The bow of the fishermen's boat went up
with it, and when the nose of tie boat was
about three feet out of the water one of the
fishermen awoke. Seeu
and the boat at anangle, he yelled:

“Gott in Himmel, how dot tide is falling!
Wake up, Yawkob, der tide is going owet "

But before Jacob conld wake up the boat
hung m'urb" perpendicular from the rising
span, and Jacob, followed by the |unch,
l"m beer and all the other contents of the
skiff, including his fellow fisherman, slid
over the stern seat into the creek,

Fortunately both of the men could swim

and they caught the bobstay of a brick
schooner lying just below the bridge.

From this point of vantage they saw their
" wkiff dangling about twenty feet above the
waler,

“Maybe we don't better wait here, Yaw-
kob, until she comes down, ain't it?” said
Jacob's friend, reslizing the situation.

The tug had steamed through and the
lift of the bridge was descending. When
the stern of the skiff settled into the water
the boat fllled, and when the sran came
to rext the skiff floated with her gunwales
awash,

The men swam to the boat, untied the
ainter and worked her up on a shelving
| ’»mmh at the north end of the bridge. Tl ore
they got the water out of her, urd, whh a
| piece of board for a paddle, they picked
! up the oars and such of their belongings
| am werestill floating, ard then began pulling
| up the creek against the tide,
[ " As the two damp fishermen disappenred
' around the bend of the bulkhead near the
| garbage station they were discussing the
probability of their havieg m-..v.-nﬂ the
romainder of the case of heer if they had

or four weeks of time &t an eXpense  miwas » “leer. That is, thé biograph to be physicians, scaling that fence wm..? dredged for it

v

people who risk life and Kinh, or at least |
who run the chance of an unypleasant notori- |

“We had the whole place at cur disposal |
and even had a genuine fox, which, however, |

“She was given a good start and then the |

omes In &

alter a Coney Island garbage |

the painter taug

SKAT THE GAE THIS WINTER.

GERMAN RIVAL THREATENS PRE-
EMINENCE OF BRIDGE.

Bridge Teachers Now Glving Lessons In

Skat—The Game Approved by King
| Fdward—Featares n Which It is
! sSuperior to Bridge—How It I} Played.

Unless all signs fail, there will be a new
| candidate for publie favor in the line of dard
games this winter, and that is skat. The
word is a German abbreviation of an Italian
term in taroe, and is pronounced with the
long “a,” as if it were spelled “skaht.”

Any one who has watched the history of
cards pust have remarked the ourious
regularity wifh which the favorites come
and go. In 1898, when whist was at the
height of its fame, and the annual congress
of the American Whist League brought
: together 830 delegates at the Oriental Hotel

| from all parts of the United States, and even |

| from England, a writer in THE SuN declared
that the day wasnot far distant when bridge
would supersede all other forms of whist.
! About seven years ago THr SUN announced
that bridge was the coming game, although
it was still unknown outside a few of the
leading clubs, and not a single text book on
the game had been published.

) There was a time when euohre was the
national game in America, and whist was
very little played. When poker was at the
height of its popularity among fashionable
people and there were fifty-six women's
poker clubs meeting in a single uptown
hotel in New York, the idea that any game
oonld ever take its place, especially such a
| simple game as whist, waslaughedat. What
game was there, people asked, that oould
touch poker?

But the game came, and it was straight
whist, without honors. Years before dupli-
cate was heard of whist was the fashionable
oraze in society. When duplicate came, in
1801, it knocked out whist, a game which is
now obsolete.

Ten years ago forty-two papers in the
United States were devoting from two to

news and notes.
game could ever take the place of duplicate,
and the few who had ever heard of bridge

| sition, which would do for an occasional
variation from the real game, like piquet
or klondike,

i Euchre is still a popular game, it 18 true,
but not with the people who demand greater
opportunities for intellectual rivalry than
such a simple game affords. Euchre has
dropped into the second class, and is now a
round game, like pinochle.

Poker is still popular, but only as a gam-
bling proposition and behind closed doors.
It was never a game which could be used
for social or charitable purposes in large
gatherings.

Of the forty-two papers that published
| whist columns ten years ago but two re-
main, and although the game still lourishes

among the clubs that belong to the whist '

league it is seen only on regular club nights.
Before and after the compass game and at
all other times the play is bridge. There

but whist has practically disappeared from
| the social world, and one is never asked to
{ dinner with whist afterward; the game is
| alwavs bridge

f Bridge is unquestionably the present
| tavorite, and in spite of all that has been
written and preached against it card play-
ers seem to be bridge mad. The same ex-
travagant assertions of undying popularity
are to-day put forward in favor of bridge

that were heard years ago about euchre |

and poker and whist and duplicate.

One continually hears the assertion that
there cant.ot be a better game and that
nothing can ever take its place. They said
precisely the same things about duplicate
ten yvears ago. May it not be possible that
they are equally in error about bridge?

People love change, and card players are
always ready to take up something new,
%t the standards which have been set by
suoch games as whist and bridge have edu-
cated people up to demanding games which
offer the fullest opportunities for the exer-
| cise of the intellect, and it may safely be
! said that no game will ever be widely popu-
{ Jar in this country in which the mental
| enjoyment derived from the play of the
| cards is not more of an object than the
| mere winning or lcsing of the game itself,

Games of this high class are not invented
in a day, and no absolutely new game has
ever become the fashion,
paratively unknown, but it must be matured,
It is only the finizshed prodiact that can ever
be a favorite in the first set,

All the great favorites of the past have

heen old.
the mists of antiquity. It Ibooks lhke a
variation of theoldest known game of cards,
spoil tive.

Poker came to America at the time of
the French Revolution, The ecivil war
and the introduction of the draw made it
popular,

Whist was two hundred years old when
America took it up, and had had its rage
in England a century before. Bridge had
been played in Europe for fifty years at
least before New York ever heard of it,
and it was known in England as far back
as I8NT).

The fact that a game is already known
or has been played for years, is no reason
| why it should not step into the front rank
and become the fashion. It is not the in-
trinsic merit of a game that makes it a popu-
lar favorite, but some fortuitous combina-

tion of circumstances that brings it to tae |

notice of people that have influence and
| following in such matters.

T'he favorite at court is never a newborn
baby. but some one that is picked out from
the throng that always surrounds the
throne. KEvery game has its day, and
there may be games now but liftle known
which will be all the rage.sin the years to
L eome
Some of these games with possibilities
| could be named, but the visible cloud upon
the card playing horizon now is skat. MNo
bigger than a man’s hand perhaps, but full
of portent for the future.

It ix not a new game, and it is not by any
means unknown. There are 30,000 skat
players in this country to-day, with a
1 well organized league, which has held ane
pual congresses sinee 1808, At the last meet -

players assembled from all parts of the
country, and they had automobiles for
prizes in the tournament,
*But people will never give up bridge for
skat,” say the bridge enthusiasts,
| few years ago
| Those
|
|
|

That is what they #aid a
about giving up whist for bridge.

who have a hand on the pulse of the card !

playing public know better.

From whist and bridge clubs in widely
separinted cities—Buffulo, Boston,
apoli=, Rochester, Chicago, Toronto and
| Memphis—comes the information that
bridge is gradually giving way to «kat, and
‘ that those who have got far enough into the
| game to see its fine points will not play
| bridge if they can get a game of skat,

I One of the best known women teachers of
bridge in New York was asked what she
| thought of skat.

four columns a week to duplicate whist
Every one said that no |

ocondemned, it as simply a gambling propo- |

are still trophy matches and tourndments, |

It may be com- |
1

The origin of euchre is lost in |

| ing, held in Buffalo in July, more than 2,000 .

Indian- |

“Well,” she said, *I had fourteen classes

mer. They were organized to learn bridge,
ior rather to perfect themselves in that
game; but they all took up skat instead. The
best woman bridge player I know, who lives
in Buffalo, won't touch the game if she can
get skat. I expected to teach bridge in
New York all this winter, but I find they
| want skat. In faoct, they are crazy for it
| when once they get to know it.”

day what he thought about skat.
“While I have played skat for years,

at a watering place near Boston this sum-

|

Nn'mborofpolnnlntbomchm
These points are reckoned by giving the
five highest cards in each suit a fixed
value,

The ace counts 11, the ten 10, the king &
the queen 8 and the jack 2. The 7,8 and 9
have no value.

There being four suits with 30 points in
each, there are 120 in the pack, and the
sucoessful bidder, who names the game;
must get home the majority of this 120,

A well known man teacher of whist and | that is, 81 or more, or he loses his game,
bridge and the author of more than twenty |
books on card games was asked the other | wins his game by getting home 81 or more

" o |

The amount won by a player when he

points in his tricks depends on two things,
the suit and manner of its selection and

said, *and belong to both the German and  the number of trumpe he holds, or does

i
|

| first called to the possibilities of the game |

by a story told me by Lady —— in Lon-
don last spring. It appears that some
people at a dinner party were praising the
attractions of bridge in the presence of the
King, when the King remarked that he
thought skat was the better game.
‘ “I quite agree with the King that in some
respects skat is a better game.
| has several points in its favor t
! game can boast of.
“To begin with, it is one of the few really

l the American skat leagues, my attention was
i
|
|
|

not hold, in unbroken sequence with the
club jack. To the number of this sequence
is always added 1 for winning the game.

These two faotors, the value of a trump
selected in a certain way and the sequence
of trumps, are multiplied together and the
Ip!'oduct is the number of points won or
ost,

To illustrate: Let us suppose that the

In faet, it | trump selected was a club, which the player
hat no other |

named without touching the skat cards.
The unit valye of this game is 12.
Let us suppose further that the player

| good games for three players; but if there held the jack of clubs and jack of spades;
are four or five candidates they can all | byt that his opponents held the jack of

| play,

|

! This is infinitely better than

| rubber. In skat
| wait for a seat, and the game is finished
| any time you want to stop.

“Skat does not require the gambling

and even six*may make up a table. | hearts. Then his sequUence

|

|

of trumps,

whist or bridge, | matadores they are called, sto at 2,

in which if there are not exactly four it is | ¢, which he :dydl 1 for winningpll:il;dgm.

either impossible to play, or some one must | The unit value of the club solo, 12, is there-

sit out and watch the game all through a | fore to be multiplied by 8 and the player
& newcomer never has 0 | wins 3x12=38 points,

Knowing that he was going to play a
club solo if he was the successful bidder,
and knowing that he held two matadores,

| element to make it interesting, like bridge | it is obvious that lve knew in advance that

or poker,

the declarations.

in skat it is useless to overbid your hand,

because you know in advance that you | 35

{

In bridge you must play for | his game would be worth 36 points if he
money, or there would be no restraint on | could name clubs and win it; therefore he

was able to bid anything up to that figure

“No matter how rash the make may be ' for the privilege of naming the game to
in bridge it is possible to pull it off; but | he played.

Had any other player offered more than
the one with the club solo would have

| must lose. In bridge you declare with a | had to stop bidding, because if you overbid
view to winning as much money as poesi- | your hand you lose what you would have

| ble; in skat you declare in order to get the
privilege of playing.

“In the one you must declare, win or
lose, in the other you declare only when
| you have the odds in your favor
“Many of the elements that make bridge

the role responsibility for the result of the

had to win to make your bid good.
When the player wins he wins from all

| the others at the table, whether they hold

so popular are to be found in skat, such asx

| declaration resting with the player whonames |
| the trump, and the ocombination of two |

adversaries against him. But in skat there
is the added interest that the adversaries
are not always the same pair, a« they are in
bridge.
there are no less than nine diffrent ways in
which one player, naming the trump, may be
| opposed to a different partnership.
|  *In bridge there are only two games,
trumps and no trumpg, and there is only one
way of selecting them—to name them.

cards of not. If he loses he loses to all at
the table,

When a player has a very bad hand he
may bid for a nullo, which is the same as
a misére in other games. In a nullo there
are no trumps, no matadores and no values
for the cards. The cards rank as at whist,
and if the player takes a single trick he

. loses his game,

With a table of four skat plavers |

In ekat there are seven games, and there |

are three different ways of selecting them,
considerable judgment being required in the
i chooe of methods.”

As to the game [tself, there seems to be a
general but mistaken impression that it is
complicated and difficult to learn. Judging
from the description of it thisidea of the
game must be a mistaken one

Both the teachers quoted above insist
| that if the game is property presentad to the
pupil it is easily mastered in ten lessons
of an hour each, and at the end of that time
| any person of ordinary intelligence will be

a better skat player than the majority o
| those who have simj ly picked up the game,
| even if they have played it for years.

Skat is played with a pack of thirty-two
| cards, all below the seven being thrown out.
| As in all German games, the 10 ranks next
to the ace, and then come the K Q 9 8 7.
The four jacks are always the best cards in
the pack, no matter what the trump suit
may be.
» There are never more than three active
| players in each deal, although four or five
| may sit at the same table and take their
turns to become active players. Each in-
dividual is for himself and the final result
is an individual score. Each deal is prac-
| tically a complete game in itself, but it is
usual to finish a round so that each may
have dealt an equal number of timgs,

Any one can have the first deal, after
which it passes in order to the left, The
cards are given out three at a time for the
first round; then two are laid aside, face
down, for the skat; then four more to each
player, and finally three, so that each hand
| consists of ten cards.
| When four play, the dealer takes no
cards. When five play, he gives to the two
on his left and the one on his right,
|  There are several varieties of game to be
; played, and the players bid against one an-
| other for the privilege of saying what the
| game shall be, the one offering tc play the
game which will win or lose the greatest
! number of points having the choice.

{ This bidding is done by naming the figure
| value of a game, such as twelve, sixteen or
| thirty, as the case may be. If no one bids,
| the player on the dealer’s left has the right
| to name the game.
{  Any bids are made to him first by the
player on his left. If he has a game worth
! as much himself, he says so and the other
must bid higher or pass. The survivor
| of this first bidding is then open to bids
| from the third man, who must offer higher
| than the last bid or pasa.

The successful bidder, who is called the
player, can name as much more exj ensive
a game as he pleases, but he cannot name
a cheaper one.

worth at least twenty.

Having stated what he is going to play,
| the two others become partners against
. him for that deal, but there is no change
| in the origingl lead, which is always with
"the player on the dealei’s left. Players

|

|

When one gets into the finer strategy
of the game many opportunities will be
found for good play. There are conven-
tional leads and returns, just as in bridge;
and rules for the proper management of
certain combinations of cards, all of which
must be mastered by the expert,

There is just enough of the element of
luck to make the game interesting to the
novice and to insure a chance for the
beginner. The game is full of the most
delightful surprises, which are a refreshing
change from the deadly monotony of the
invincible hand that one continually sees
at the bridge table.

The difference between the expression
on the faces of a party of skat players
and that on those at the bridge talle is
alone sufficient to convince any unprej-
udiced spectator that bridge is getting on
the nerves of its devotees, while the skat
players thoroughly enjoy themselves,

It is a jolly game, with lots of life and
excitement in it, and no one who his ever
played it long enough to understand it
thoroughly was ever known to give it up,

AS T CARBUNCLES.

Not the Precicus Stone of That Name, but
the Sort Even the Poor Can Have.

“A carbuncle,” said a man of an all over
weary aspect, “is supposed to telong to the
boil family, but it is to the ordinary plain
adult boil as a complete demonstration of
the binomial theorem is to x 4 y.

“*Job had boil:," he went on, “and was
patient, but it is not set forth in the Serip-
ture or in any secular .work, nor isit 1en-

| tured in the wildest fiction, that any man

|

If the bid on which he !
holds it is twenty, he must play a game .

! must follow suit if they can, but there is |

no obligation to win a trick or to lead any
| particular suit.

There are three kinds of game to be
played and three ways of playing them.
The successfnl bidder can play with a whole
suit for trumps as well as the four jacks,
or with only the jacks as trumps, or with
' no trumps at all.

|
|

|

ever had a carbuncle and was patient—ex-
cept as he was a doctor's patient. We are
told that the dogs came and licked the boils

| of Job; if Job had had carbuncles he would

have licked the dogs,

“A carbuncle,” continued the man witha

seriously scientific look, “is a sort of ine
vested boil—a boil over, so to speak. A
boil if left to itself will cure itself by ma-
turing and eventually disappearing, but a
carbuncle, instead of coming to a head,
keeps burrowing deeper and deeper, and it
matures about the tim» your old fashioned
life insurance policy matures,

“Now, this little pet,” said the man, look-
ing at a bulge near the elbow of his left coat
sleeve, “is a healthy carbuncle in the prime
of its existence. You neadn’t feel of the
back of your necks, gegtlemen. Whenever
two or three or more persons are gathered
together and one of them says ‘carbuncle,’
half the others begin to feel for the scars
on the back- of their necks and get ready
to butt in with their experiences,

“But they have studied their carbuncles
only darkly with a hand glass. To know a
carbuncle intimately-—that is, anywhere
nearly as well as the carbuncle knows' you
—1t should be in a Jocation accessible to the
eye; vn an elbow, for instance.

*One of Job's successors in the boil line
remarked humorously that the best place
to have a boil is on some other fellow; but
no man with a carbuncle could be so in-
human as to wish it on any one other fellow
though he might wish it could be divided
up bet ween ten or a dozen robust men.

“This little wn," resumed the man at the
point where he had interrupted himself,
“has the clear pedigree. 1 was monkeyving
with a small boat on the shore of the lower
bay two weeks ago, bare armed, when a
striped m:ﬁed fly with prismatic colored
head lighted on this elbow and got in his
work before I saw him.

“I made a slap at him and got him. I
wish I had missed him, for he loft his pro-
boscis or whatever it should be call in
my arm; hence this carbuncle. This is
only one of the ways of getting a carbuncle,
but there are more ways of getting them than
of ﬁmnz in love. )

“But,” said the man, brightening up,
“even carbuncles have their uses, ‘hen
this one made its appearance | went around

He can also determine in three different | o the drnm stores and bought various anti-

ways what the trump shall be: by takin
both the skat cards into his own hand and
then picking out the trump; by turning
up whichever skat card he pleases, the suit
it belongs to being the trump; or by leaving
the skat cards alone and declaring on his
original ten cards.

If he means a suit for trumps it is to his
advantage to pick out the one that will give
him the most -points, if he has a choioe;

do in bridge, clubs being the Lest, spades
next, then hearts and diamonds.

As the four jacks are always the hest
trumps there are eleven cards in the trump
suit, and only seven in each of the plain
suits. These jacks outrank one another
Just as the suits do, the club jack Leing
the Lest card in the pack. When jacks are
the only trumps the plain suits are all equal,
s#o that there are four plain suits of seven
oards each, and a trump suit of four cards,
all jacks; but the jacks still outrank one
another.

The object of the game is not to win a

certain number of tricks, but to get a cer- | for
: :

A

]

inflammatory preparations that I thought

| could be more tidily used than fAaxseed

bhecause the suits vary in value, just as they | -

poultices and from studving the Greek
names of these [ ha. e <o renewed my interest
in the Greek language and literature that
I am now killing time by going over the
scanning of the 'Prometheys’ of Xsohvius.
“But when the thing had declared itself
as a sure enough carbuncle and claimed
the right to life, liberty and the pursuit of
hazl)mm I had to resort to the time hone
ored flaxseed poultices as mother used t&
make them
“There is one point, however,” said the
man, a hard express on cominz over his face,

| “which I cannot set forth too stron: ly, and

that is that no man who Lives in a flat should
have a carbunels, Now the flat | live in
has a hall in which are var.ovs angular pro-
tul erances caused by | edrooms, 1 oudoirs
and a tathroom juttine into 't; ana such &
hall is no place for a man with 2 carbunele
on s el ow to promenade inat night., Cage
buncles require spacious apartments and
magnificent distances,”

Here the man arose and said that he saw
his car coming. Buthelet it goby, saying:

“No, that is not my car. It is a churoh
fair car from Borough Park, and as much
a8 Jove children, 1 don't like to have them

horse on my carbuncle, I'll walk on
a while.”




